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THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

 

West Street, Dorking 

 

A Church with a Welcome 

and a 

Clear Christian Message 

 

We are so glad that you have picked up this magazine 

Our Church Community is made up of people of all age groups who come from different walks of life.  The 

diversity is fascinating.  This being so, we have sought to develop the life of the Church, so that as many 

different needs as possible are catered for. 

 

Here you can come to worship God. 

Here you can meet with Jesus Christ, who is the 

 Head of the Church – because He lives in the  

hearts of His people. 

Here you can find companionship and build 

 lasting friendships – and so much more. 

 

The opportunities for children and young people are particularly good at West Street. 

 

Our Chaplain, Church-Community Worker and Elders are available to help you. 

 

An Emergency Prayer Chain operates for anyone who feels they need  

prayer for any reason.  

 

See the Weekly Leaflet, or ask for a WELCOME PACK, 

 or visit our website on www.dorkingurc.org.uk for more details of our life and work. 

http://www.dorkingurc.org.uk/
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PASTOR’S PEACE 

 

The poured-out Church 

Dear Church - Those who have formed the mainline Churches of our Nation over 

the past half-century view their congregations today with a rich mix of love and grief: 

love for their particular denomination that has formed the faithful and grief that so 

many of those churches have run out of holy steam. The love part makes the grief 

part hard to articulate.  With Mother Church in such a fragile shape, who will 

complain about her cooking? Better to learn to live with hunger than to say 

something that may come across as ungrateful or disloyal.  The Church is being 

poured out into the World where it should have been at the time. 

This tender protectiveness is so understandable that a congregation may not notice 

how it turns in on itself.  Placing oxygen masks over their faces before they hold 

one out to anyone else, churches can decide that buying a new sound system is a 

higher priority than getting a new freezer for the kitchen serving meals to the 

homeless.  Finding a new Pastoral Worker can take precedence over finding a new 

home for a new family from Sudan.  When the Body is haemorrhaging member’s, 

self-preservation trumps all other concerns. 

There is an urgency to return the Church to its core business as a place of divine 

transformation.  The Church is where people say yes both to God and to one 

another.  The Church is where Christ turns water into wine.  The Church is where 

people come to die and rise again in new life.  These powerful warrants become 

even stronger when the church is set against “the world”. The world is where 

prodigals squander their inheritance in loose living.  The world is where the rich get 

richer while the poor get poorer.  The world is where Pilate decides who lives and 

who dies. 

At a more contemporary level, the world is where people lie in bed on Sunday 

morning reading the papers or shop at Blue Water or eat out following children’s 

sport.  The world is where teenagers meet their mates over mobile phones or on 

social networking sites rather than at Church Youth Clubs anymore. 
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And yet when I reflect honestly and consider my life of faith, this world is clearly 

where my transformation has taken place over the years.  It is in the world that I 

have met people and situations that have changed me – some of them believers, 

but far more of them not – people who have loved me, fought me, shamed me, 

forgiven me, sanding down my edges on one side while they broke whole ragged 

chunks of me off the other.  The world is where I have been struck dumb by beauty, 

by cruelty, by human invention and greed.  The world is where my understanding of 

God’s ways has been destroyed, reformed, chastened, redeemed.  The world is 

where I have tried to make a difference in Christ’s name but at other times where I 

have messed up and caused pain. 

 

The reason I know this, however, is that the church has given me eyes with which 

to see, as well as the words with which to speak. The church has given me a 

community in which to figure out what has happened to me in the world.  It has 

given me a place to love and grieve, within a tradition far older and wiser than I. It 

is the church that has poured me out into the world.  So how can a church survive 

that keeps pouring itself into the world you ask: sometimes it can seem that God 

doesn’t seem to recognise our script!  All I know is the gospel truth: that those willing 

to give everything away are the ones with anything worth keeping; those willing to 

look death full in the face are the ones with the most abundant lives. 

As I understand it, any body of believers whose faith is founded on a giving God will 

find their lives by giving too – not reasonably, so that there is plenty left for keeping 

Dorking URC posh and paying the utility bills, but lavishly, so that the survival of the 

institution is always and blessedly in question. 

What I cannot understand is how any church organised around the self-donation of 

Jesus can stay invested in self-preservation (the sad mission strategy of many 

congregations I know of)? What would it look like for a church to lay down its life for 

its friends?  If Philippians 2:5-8 were rewritten for West Street how might it sound? 

 

“Let the same mind be in Dorking URC that was in Christ Jesus – you who, though 

called to be God’s body in this world did not regard your dearness to God as 

something to be exploited, but emptied yourselves, taking the form of slaves, being 

born in the likeness of Christ himself.  And being found in human form like him, you 

humbled yourselves and became obedient to the point of your own dissolution – 

even death before your time”. 
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Poured-out Church is how it should be, leaving on a regular basis to see what God 

is up to in the world and joining Him there, delivering all the riches of the institution 

to those who most need them, in full trust that God will never leave the church 

without all it needs to live and be the Body of Jesus. 

 

Your Friend & Pastor. 

David 

** ** ** ** ** **  

 

 

  

Notes from the Church Meeting 

 

Printed copies of the minutes of the March Church Meeting are available from the 

holder on the Church Notices board in the Main Hall.   

 

At that Meeting we were pleased to hear that eight people had told Pastor David 

that they would like to become members of the Church.  Julian Race, Paulo 

Rossotto, Tim & Shelia Southam, Sharon Walkden and Tiffany Wood were received 

into membership on Easter Day, and, as I write this, Kumba Rann is to be received 

on 28th May.  We give them a warm welcome and look forward to receiving Tom 

Blamey who has been a regular worshipper with us for many years. 

 

The Powell Corderoy Primary School has a vacancy for a local authority nominated 

Governor.  The School originally occupied a part of the present site of the church, 

and would like to renew its relationship with us.  Up until a few years ago one of the 

Governors was a member of this Church.  If you are interested in taking on this role, 

please let me know. 
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We learnt from the report from the Facilities Management and Development 

Committee that Geoff Price has given notice that he will stand down from the 

position of Property Officer with effect from the end of the year, and that Lynn Price 

has given notice that she will stand down from the position of Lettings Officer from 

the same date.  They have given excellent service in these roles for many years.  If 

you feel that you could take on one of these vital jobs, please speak to either Geoff 

or Lynn to find out what is involved. 

In sharing our ‘dreams and visions’ for the Church, mention was made of the need 

to develop a group of musicians to lead our worship – this is something we have 

benefited from in the past.  If you play a musical instrument and would like to join 

such a group, or know someone who might be interested in doing so, please let 

Pastor David know. 

Chris Currie’s contract as our Church-Community Worker expires at the end of this 

year.  The Meeting agreed unanimously to a recommendation from the Elders’ 

Meeting that the CCW position be extended for a further three years and that 

moving forward the role should be 35 hours per week rather than the present 20.  

Chris has done an excellent job in this role and is considering his position with 

regard to his future employment under the new contract.  Some grant funding has 

been secured for this position, but more is needed.  If you would like to commit to 

giving a certain amount per year to help with the funding, please let our Treasurer, 

Ian Tucker, know (his home and email address, and telephone number, are in the 

Church Directory).  

The main item on the agenda for the June Church Meeting is to consider a follow-

up to the ‘Three-Year Plan to Grow our Church’, which was adopted by the 

November 2013 Meeting.   

 

We have made good progress through that ‘Plan’, but there is still much to be done.  

The follow-up, entitled ‘An Adventure in Faith, 2018 – 2023’, will build on the ‘Three-

Year Plan and will be proposed by the Elders’ Meeting for our adoption. It is 

important that as many members as possible contribute their ideas to the follow-up 

plan and feel that they have ‘ownership’ of it, so I encourage you to come to the 

Meeting. 

Leslie Mitchell 

(Church Meeting Secretary) 
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FM&D COMMITTEE 

If you don’t know what this stands for it is; Facilities Management and Development 

Committee which meets four times per year or whenever necessary to look after 

our premises.  There are various aspects to this work.  Primarily anyone that enters 

our site must be able to do so in a safe manner.  Health and Safety gets a lot of 

criticism but as a registered charity we cannot afford to take any risk, however 

absurd some of the things seem.  Items such as gas and electricity have to be 

checked and certified on a regular basis, there should be fire-fighting equipment 

and safe means of escape.  Add to this regular maintenance and attending to issues 

that arise out of the usage we enjoy you will begin to get the picture that this small 

team has its work cut out. 

 

On the proactive side FM&D oversees redecorations and improvements such as 

the refurbishment of the Small Fry store and the Print Room as well as larger 

projects such as the Oasis Courtyard.  At present we are wrestling with issues of 

damp across three areas of the premises; in the north-west corner of the worship 

area, the West Street end of the main hall and the Roy Currie Room.  These are 

not small projects and have a hefty time commitment and price tag.  They cannot 

be done ad-hoc but have to comply with the requirements of Synod and our local 

historic buildings officer. 

One project that has been ongoing for a matter of years is the new and replacement 

notice boards.  Hopefully, if permission is granted by Mole Valley, these should 

appear later in the year.  The redecoration of the Mission Office is scheduled for the 

first two weeks in July, while David is on holiday. 

FM&D also takes the letting of our two flats and the maintenance of the Manse 

under its wing as well as lettings, caretaking, security and cleaning, so I am sure 

you can see the need of a dedicated team to carry out this work.  At the time of 

writing this article I am hopeful that we may have an answer to prayer as both a 

potential Letting Secretary and Property Manager have been identified and will be 

approached shortly.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those that contribute to the FM&D 

Committee. 

 

John Quincey 

Chairman FM&D 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Doreen Howes has had an injured shoulder and spent a spell in East Surrey 
Hospital. She has now been permanently moved into the Old Walled Cottage 
nursing home in Betchworth. 

Diana Wakeford and Eileen Stanbridge have also had a spell in hospital but have 
now been discharged. 

The mother of Caroline Budd, our Brownie Guider, has passed away.  

We remember Heather Lynn and her family as they care for their mother, following 
major surgery. 

Angela Duffin has given up her car and is attending Gomshall Church in future. 

Peter Nimmo, our caretaker, is still having problems following his fall. He is still 
waiting for a full diagnosis and is working part-time. 

Geoff and Lynn Price, as they continue to support Geoff’s sister, who has suffered 
a severe fall. 

Linda Nice suffered a heart attack and has had a triple by-pass operation. She is 
recovering well at home.  

Mary Wood is in hospital following a fall. She is making steady progress. 

Janice Brown has been in hospital with pneumonia. 

Jackie Ager sadly passed away suddenly whilst on a mountaineering trip. She had 
been a Brownie Guider and also greatly assisted with Messy Church. 

We remember Pam Shaw, Joy Foulston, Kae Wicks and Tom Blamey who have 
concerns in their lives at present. 

We wish our friends Christian, Melanie, Elise and Ewan Marsh good fortune as they 
leave us and start a new life in the USA. 

We offer continued prayers for Doris Perritt and David James in Chapel Court. 

Congratulations to Sonia Love on the birth of baby Ivy on 24th April. 

Congratulations to Olivia and Mark on the birth of a daughter Kathryn May. A great 
niece to Paula and John Quincy and another grand-daughter for our friends 
Martyn and Judith Bucknall and a third great grandchild for Grace Williams. 

Prayers for Rhona Howell who has suffered another fall, and now has a very 
painful leg. 
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We wish all our young people who are taking exams well and ask for prayers to 
support them in their efforts. We also remember those who are making decisions 
about further education at this time. 

We pray for Norma and Brian Cloudsdale. Brian has been admitted to East Surrey 
Hospital and is receiving specialised treatment. 

Rosemary Russell 

CELEBRATION – Barbara Phillips – 70 Years Membership 

 

 

On Sunday 21st May we celebrated with our fellow member Barbara Phillips, that 

she has been a member of West Street for 70 years. She was presented with an 

inscribed book and a card signed by many of her friends at West Street. 

The photograph on the front cover shows the wonderful cake made by Paula Quincy 

and presented on the day. 

We prayed for her giving thanks for her work and witness over the generations, and 

seeking God's Blessing on her in the years ahead.  
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TO ALL WHO ARE PART OF THE COMPANY OF JESUS AND TRYING TO 

FOLLOW HIM AS DISCIPLES IN 2017 AND AS PART OF THE WEST STREET 

CONGREGATION  

 

Can I say again that I pray for you and your households systematically once a week 

for the Lord to bless, protect and guide you as you seek to follow Jesus as His 

disciples.  It is my privilege to do so, so please let me know of any specific prayer 

requests. 

This is my once a term email (April, September and January).  This time may I 

highlight three things: 

1. Thank you for your prayers for the Elders Vision Day and for your ideas shared 
over email or at Church Meetings.  We had a very good day and thanked God 
that in 2014 we had realised that we were at the Crossroads and made a key 
choice to journey on a road of change and growth however challenging.   
 
Chris Currie’s appointment 2015-2017 as a part time Community Worker 
helped us put our Growth Plan into action.  Ten new members in the last six 
months is testimony to its effectiveness.   
 
We are in the process of producing a document to help shape our progress 
forward and will share this at the June 22nd Church Meeting.  Meanwhile in 
accordance with the Church Meeting decision we are hoping to reappoint Chris 
full time from January for three years (2018 – 2021).   
Grant funding of £12,666 p.a. has already been secured but more is needed: 
would you consider committing to help fund this with extra giving: if this is 
possible (and it won’t be for everyone) please let Ian Tucker know via email at  
maggieandiantucker@hotmail.com  
 

2. At present we are looking for someone or maybe a couple or a household to 
cover several key roles which help us to function well as a 24/7 community on 
West Street 

a) In terms of the buildings we are urgently in need of a new Lettings Officer 
(Lynn Price can give you more details) and a  

b) Property Officer (Geoff Price can give you more details): such roles can 
be for a timed period.   

c) We also need a male safeguarding Officer (Les Mitchell can help you 
here) and we are looking for an individual, couple or household to take 
on the Traidcraft Stall (the Morrisons can tell you more).   

 
 

mailto:maggieandiantucker@hotmail.com
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All these and more, are opportunities to serve the Lord, and I would encourage 
you to prayerfully consider them.   
 
Please ask me if you wish to serve in these or other ways as there are always 
new opportunities arising.   
 
Whilst writing let me say that major work has been done on the building in the 
Print and Archive Room and in the Mission Office which has helped us to be 
more effective. Oh! And watch out for the new notice boards front and rear 
soon to appear!! 
 
 

3. Finally, may I mention three core tasks of all believers.   
 
Giving our new leaflet is available in the hall and on 30th April I preached 
on giving.  
 
Worship – it is good to be together in worship but if there is one thing 
holding us back, it is no home grown musicians who can help us into God’s 
presence with music and song:  pray that the Lord will supply musicians to 
lead us in our worship.   
 
Prayer – I love to pray and would dearly love for prayer times to grow up in 
all forms around our West Street Community, in the buildings and in our 
homes: is the Lord asking you to take a lead in this area (if so you will have 
my 100% support)? 

 
You are the precious people of God and what you do in His name lays down gold 
pavements in the Heavenly City!!  Thanks be to our God. 

 
Pastor David 
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CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY (CAP) 

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) helps people tackle debt problems through 
church-based centres.  CAP Mole Valley is supported by a group of seven “partner” 
churches and has served the Mole Valley area for the past three years. Already 
there have been many stories of lives changed through the work of CAP.  Katy 
Stokes, who has lived for 18 years in Dorking, has been helped by CAP and is now 
free from debt. She says, ‘I never meant to get into debt. I have never had a credit 
card.  It was everyday living that got me into debt’. 

Her story is surprisingly common for an area like Surrey that is generally considered 
affluent.  The 45-year-old single mother first started having serious problems with 
debt over 11 years ago.  The trigger was a boyfriend who stole a significant sum of 
money from her.  ‘I couldn’t pay any of my bills,’ she says.  ‘I never recovered from 
there’.  

For a number of years she struggled on, her job as a Drug Support Worker enabled 
her to keep her head just above water, but her bank overdraft steadily got larger.  
Katy was also suffering with mental health issues.  Eventually, a charity which helps 
people with emotional or mental distress, The Mary Frances Trust, put her in touch 
with CAP.  She saw representatives from CAP a few times, but it was not until the 
bank started to put her under serious pressure to pay back her overdraft that she 
felt ready to really take the steps with CAP to become debt free.  It was a slow 
process. 

‘I am bi-polar and so I was not in the right state of mind to find the paperwork CAP 
needed, but they were persistent with me,’ says Katy.  ‘We found a whole lot of mail 
in a box, unopened.’  At this time Katy lived in a virtual state of siege.  She was 
constantly afraid of bailiffs and so would not open the door or answer the phone.  
CAP not only helped with her debt problems, but a volunteer CAP worker organised 
for a group from her church to come and ‘make-over’ Katy’s garden. Another 
volunteer offered, on a regular basis, to do some housework for her.   

Last Christmas, approximately two years after the process started, Katy became 
free of debt.  She has a basic bank account with no overdraft facility.  She now 
knows precisely how much money she has got to spend each week.  

Freed from the burden of debt Katy is keen to help others faced with similar 
problems.  She is a regular volunteer at the Dorking Foodbank.  ‘I wanted to do it 
because there is a need for it,’ she says. ‘People’s benefits have been slashed, but 
I also see people, who work, who just can’t afford to pay for groceries.’   

She doesn’t talk about her own experiences to those who access the foodbank.  ‘It 
is not about me,’ she says. ‘But, if they asked, I would tell them about CAP’. 
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CAP is an avowedly Christian organisation, but it is only at the end of a session that 
CAP workers may offer to pray for a client.  Katy always found the prayers 
comforting.  ‘I am a Christian, but I am not very good at being one,’ she says. ‘The 
prayers are always lovely, they are about you and how God is looking after you’. 

Katy is now free to re-build her life and her family are delighted.  ‘My mum can’t 
believe it’, she concludes.  ‘She is amazed’.   

 

For free debt help call 0800 328 0006      
CAP official website  www.capuk.org 
 

(This article is printed at the request of Wendy Crozier) 

 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **   

GOMSHALL CHAPEL 

 

None of the Disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?” - They knew it was the Lord.  

The story of the miraculous drought of fishes towards the end of John's Gospel 

reminds us of our own faith, our own understanding of the Spirit at large still in our 

troubled world. Sometimes there is no need for words for communication from  one 

to the other.  Our Lord was indeed on that lake shore, His Spirit was abroad and His 

Love abounding, as it is now in our troubled world.  We need to listen and to 

respond.  We need to learn and to encourage.     

"Bright Hour" in June (Wednesday, 19th at 2.30pm in the Chapel) will be a talk by 

Loraine Barnett on "Canine Partners", whilst the July meeting (Wednesday, 19th 

July at 2.30pm, will be a cream tea.   Do join us if you can - you know a welcome 

awaits! 

We send our love to all friends in Dorking and wish all a good summer and hopefully, 

a relaxing holiday. 

 

With love, 

 David Beard 

 

 

http://www.capuk.org/
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So! West Street’s first Quest topic comes to a close, and I am glad to report it has 

been a great new experience for all of the younger members, thanks to Chris Currie 

and Richard Tunbridge’s hard work and effort put into making it the best it can be. 

 

Over the past few months, we have been looking at who Jesus is, and who he 

claimed he was. Throughout the sessions we explored the "I am" sayings such as 

'I am the way, the truth and the life' and 'I am Bread of life'. 

Chris and Richard organised many activities throughout such as "Directing each 

other through maps of Paris" and "Who can name the type of bread!" Which always 

brought us together to discuss some deeper meanings later on, such as how Jesus 

guides us when we don't know where we are going, and how bread is an essential 

part of many cultures, corresponding with how Jesus is essential to many cultures 

also. 

 

To finalise this journey through John (Quest style!), a few of us met up one Sunday 

in Denbies Wine Estate, (Bonus points if you can guess what the "I am" statement 

was that day!) After a nice chat about "I am the vine" over coffee and cake, we 

ventured up into the vineyard, and spent a while talking and enjoying the beautiful 

scenery.  

 

I am pleased to say that as our first excursion, it went very well, and I think I speak 

for us all in the Quest team when I say we look forward to many sessions to come. 

 

Jules Race 
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‘I am the vine’ Denbies under a moody sky by Julian Race 
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HOLIDAY AT HOME - TRAVELLERS’ TALES 

Monday 21st to Friday 25th August 

 

Once again, this summer we are working with St Paul’s, Dorking Quakers and The 

Christian Centre to provide a ‘Holiday at Home’ here in Dorking in the week prior to 

the August Bank Holiday. 

This event is becoming an annual favourite amongst many of our local residents 

and it’s a great opportunity to make new friends and get to know others in the local 

community. Everyone is welcome.   

This year’s programme takes “Travellers’ Tales” as its theme and will offer an 

exciting programme of entertainments and activities, lively talks, meals and 

excursions. 

Our Main Hall will be the ‘hotel lobby’ for the week with comfy chairs, games and 

jigsaws, newspapers and refreshments.  Talks and activities will be based in the 

Little Chapel.  The Christian Centre will be the ‘restaurant’ serving themed meals 

for the week. 

Three exciting excursions are planned: A half day trip on a horse drawn barge on 

the River Wey; A full day trip by coach to Canterbury with options to tour the 

Cathedral or enjoy the “Canterbury Tales Experience”; and a half day coach trip 

through the Surrey Hills – suitable for the less mobile 

Most talks and activities are free.  Meals at the Christian Centre will cost £5 per day 

and excursions vary in price from £7.50 to £33 per person.  Meals and excursions 

need to be pre booked, and it is advisable to book for other events to avoid 

disappointment.  

Programmes and booking forms will available from mid-June and for further 

details please contact Chris Currie on 0777 159 6654 or 

chris.currie.dorkingurc@outlook.com  

mailto:chris.currie.dorkingurc@outlook.com
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‘SOCIALEYES’ 
 

There are some interesting social activities taking place over the summer under 
the ‘Oasis’ and ‘Out and About’ programmes.   

 
OASIS meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month to offer a programme of 
relaxed social events.  Coming up is: 

 
June 12th - ‘Tunes to help you believe more easily’ – Hosted by Pastor 
David and Lorna 
 
June 26th - Oasis in the Little Chapel, with James Dark - Hosted by Chris 
Currie 
 
July 10th ‘Lootiques’- Early Sanitation with Clive Wicks - Hosted by Kae 
Wicks 
 
July 24th Oasis in the Little Chapel with James Dark - Hosted by Chris 
Currie 

 
There is no Oasis in August, but Holiday at Home is running from the 21st to the 
25th and there will be Charity Coffee Mornings from 10 am to 12 noon every 
Thursday. 

 
OUT & ABOUT is a programme of more active social events: 

 
June 17th ‘The Great Get Together’ inspired by Jo Cox - Hosted by Churches 
Together in Dorking 
 
June 24th The Life of Christ – an open-air production for all-ages from 
10.00am to 3.30pm. Sign up in the Main Hall or on Facebook - Hosted by 
Wintershall Estate.  See flyer for more details. 
 
July 16th Church Family Outing - Hosted by Young Church 

 
These events are hosted by various people and groups, and brought together by 
the Socialeyes Group with the aim of offering regular activities for people of all 
ages and abilities.  Ideas and help is always welcome!  To find out more, or get 
involved, please speak to Chris Currie  
(0777 159 6654 or chris.currie.dorkingurc@outlook.com) 
 
  

mailto:chris.currie.dorkingurc@outlook.com
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HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE     21st-30th MARCH 2017 

 

During the vacancy and following a visit to preach by the Rev Stephen Thornton, a 

small number of us thought it would be good to investigate a trip to the Holy Land 

with Stephen as our guide. This we did and almost a year later eleven of us 

associated with West Street arrived at Heathrow ready to embark on a pilgrimage. 

We arrived in Jerusalem that evening to commence our stay of six nights in the 

Golden Walls Hotel, just outside the Damascus Gate of the old city.  We had a very 

full itinerary which started most days with breakfast at 7am and we were expected 

to be on the coach by 8am ready to leave for the day.  At various places throughout 

our trip we would stop for a reading, hymn and a prayer.  On a number of occasions 

we also celebrated Holy Communion.  Jerusalem and its surrounding area were 

fascinating.  We covered the Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane and the route 

Jesus took into Jerusalem all in the first morning.  We visited many churches and 

places that Jesus would have known in his time. 

On Thursday 23rd we walked the length of the old city and followed the Via Delarosa 

visiting each of the fourteen stations’ of the cross.  Once again history was all around 

us and the fact that Jesus may have walked on the same ground all those years 

ago was never far from our minds.  We also took in extremes from the Muslim Suk 

to the Western Wall, formerly known as the Wailing Wall.  One of the highlights of 

the day was hearing Sam, our guide, sing How Great Thou Art in Aramaic and 

Barbara Christopher sing Panis Angelica in St Anne’s Church which had wonderful 

acoustics. 

On Friday 24th we set off to see where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found at Qumran 

and then to Herod’s Summer Palace, Masada, via a cable car.  The views of the 

Dead Sea were not to be missed.  We had lunch on the coast and took the 

opportunity to bathe in the Dead Sea before returning to Jerusalem.  The next 

day we visited the Garden Tomb where Jesus’ body was said to have been laid, 

which was just a short walk from our hotel, then it was on to the Shepherds 

fields in the Palestinian town of Bethlehem.  Interestingly the fields were in the 

valley and Bethlehem is on a hill!  Manger Square and the Church of the Nativity 

were busy with all nationalities visiting and extensive restoration going on 

throughout the building. 

  



19 
 

On Sunday morning we had a lie in before setting off to St Georges’ Cathedral 

for morning service and communion.  After lunch we headed to West Jerusalem 

where we visited the Holocaust Museum which was very instructive but also 

emotionally draining. 

Having spent six nights in Jerusalem we set off on Monday morning to head 

north to Galilee.  On the way we visited Lazarus’ Tomb at Bethany and stopped 

at Qasr el-Yahud baptismal site on the River Jordan.  Here we shared our 

baptismal stories and some even dipped their toes in the river which was a lot 

smaller than we imagined.  After lunch in Jericho we headed up to the Mount of 

Temptation via another cable car.  Once again the views were wonderful.  We 

were struck by the friendliness of visiting Palestinian school children.  We 

eventually arrived in Tiberius for a three night stay at the Ron Beach Hotel right 

beside the Sea of Galilee. 

On Tuesday we visited Cana and then Nazareth, the town where Jesus grew 

up.  We saw several churches, the synagogue Jesus may have attended and 

ruins of a first century carpenters workshop.  The Nazareth Experience also 

took us back in time to the first century in Galilee where we had a guided tour 

ending in a biblical style lunch.  Our afternoon journey took us to Mount Tabor 

and the church of the Transfiguration.  The road was so small we had to be 

ferried in minibuses to the top.  The view was terrific along with the gardens. 

Our last full day was spent around the Sea of Galilee.  We started with the ruins 

of Capernaum moving on to Tabgha for Holy Communion beside the Lake.  

From there we travelled up to the Mount of the Beatitudes Church and garden 

commemorating the Sermon on the Mount.  Here most of us enjoyed a St Peter 

Fish for lunch!  The afternoon was taken up with a boat trip back across the 

Lake. In the middle the engine was stopped and we had a reading a prayer and 

sang Dear Lord and Father of mankind.  This part of our pilgrimage was a very 

moving experience. 

On our way back to Tel Aviv Airport we stopped at the Mediterranean town of 

Caesarea and saw the remains of a Roman Aqueduct and Amphitheatre. 

This was a very memorable trip, and with grateful thanks to all our fellow pilgrims.  

John and Paula Quincey 
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From 1st April 2017 
Contact details for carer support 
enquiries across Surrey will be: 

Tel: 0303 040 1234 
 

Calls to 03 numbers from any network will cost no more than those to 
01 and 02 numbers and count as part of any call package. The cost of 

calls per minute depends on the network. Please check with your 
provider. 

 

CarerSupport@actionforcarers.org.uk 
 

Tel: 07714 075993 
 

Please contact us for advice, information, 
advocacy, training and access to other 

information to support you in your caring 
role. 

 
 

Reg. Office:  
Astolat, Coniers Way, Guildford, Surrey. GU4 7HL. Co. Ltd by Guarantee Co. No. 5939327,  
Reg. in England and Wales with charitable status. Registered charity No. 1116714  
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MILFULIRA 

 

Derek and Rosemary Morrison write that their youngest daughter Jennifer and 

a group of 16 students from Bath Spa University will be travelling to Milfulira, in 

the Zambia copper belt region on the 26th May for three weeks. 

This is an organised trip from Bath Spa University where Jennifer is studying.  

They have been visiting schools in the Milfulira region for a number of years 

now.  

During their visit they will be visiting schools, one private school for one week, a 

government school and a community school. They will have the opportunity to 

assist the teachers in the classrooms, being paired up with student teachers 

from Milfulira College of Education.  They will also be spending some time 

learning alongside the primary student teacher partners at the College. They will 

also have an opportunity to visit the teacher’s homes and experience their way 

of life.  

During their visit they will have an opportunity to go to church - which I imagine 

will be very different but interesting and valuable experience for them all.  Church 

is very important to Zambians.  

At the end of the trip they will be visiting Livingstone National Park before making 

their journey back to England. 

This is a great opportunity for these students to have, living in a different culture 

and will enable them to compare education in this country with the education 

system in Zambia and sampling what life is like in this area. 

We wish them a safe trip enriching their experiences as they continue their 

studies on their return. 

 

Derek and Rosemary Morrison 
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR HYPNOTHERAPY 

When did you last feel really calm? 

I am training for a diploma in clinical hypnosis and am pleased 

to offer my skills as a volunteer to subjects who would like 

hypnotherapy free of charge.  Later in the year I will be working 

specifically with phobias, weight loss and giving up smoking, 

and would already welcome enquiries on these subjects.  Just 

for the time being, however, I am working with the basic trance 

state. 

If you have not been hypnotised before, it is best considered as a guided 

meditation leading to a state of deeply relaxed, focussed attention.  You are 

neither asleep nor ‘out of control’ (a common misconception) but will awake at 

the end of a 25 minute session feeling calm, balanced and ready to meet the 

challenges of the day with a quiet confidence. 

I am able to welcome you to our home in central Dorking during the daytime on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and other times, or occasionally at 

your own home, by prior arrangement. 

I hope that I can help you. 

Mark Brafield 

01306 880467  or  0794 7702961 

** ** ** ** ** 

 

NOTES 

Items for the next issue are due on 20th August (or before) 

 

The pictures on the cover are provided by John Quincey and the cake was 

made by Paula Quincy. Thanks go to Maureen Flood who proof read this 

issue. 

Produced by Val Longhurst and with thanks to Judith Snelling who assisted 

with the printing. 
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Living Jesus’ 

Love 

Love 

  

Love 

Dorking United Reformed Church, 

53 West Street, Dorking, Surrey 

Church Office:  01306 889644 

www.dorkingurc.org.uk 

 
”Out of Office Hours” - 01737 841585 

Church Secretariat - 01737 841585 

 

Deadline for next issue : 20th August 2017 


