
Salvation: God’s gift to Dorking.
‘With joy you will draw from the wells of salvation’

Isaiah 12v3
Isaiah Ch61v10-Ch62v5
John Ch 3v1-8
The day in August 1975 I accepted Jesus Christ as my Saviour
and Lord everything changed for me!  Since that day I have
sought to work out what it means to die to self and live for
Him, to walk by Faith and not by sight, to live in the power of
the Holy Spirit rather than the flesh. To serve His purposes
(not mine) and make Him known to others.  It has been and
continues to be a spiritual roller-coaster ride, a dynamic God
centred adventure, and I wouldn’t swap a moment of the whole
journey ever to return to my old life.  I’m still journeying, I’m
far from perfect – in fact the closer you get to Christ the
more His light shines, His conviction comes and again I realise
how much more needs to change in me!  41 years on from that
day when I was born again (or from above) I am absolutely
convinced that Christ is the only hope for the World, our
Nation and for Dorking.

If relationship is God’s strategy to win Dorking, if repentance
is the essential first step, then Salvation is the exclusive free
gift (with no strings attached) we must offer, if
transformation is to become a reality.  In the Old Testament
only the priests were clothed with the garments of Salvation
(2Chron 6v41) but in the New testament the Helmet of
salvation is the Father’s gift to every Man, Woman, Boy and
Girl to restore our relationship with Him.  Just as cycle
helmets are essential to safe cycling so the helmet of
Salvation is crucial to the journey of Christian Life (Eph6v17,
Isaiah 59v17).

Put candidly the problem in this area is
UNBELIEF – we have swallowed the lies of the enemy of our
soul: Satan.  We no longer believe that Christ is the answer,



our confidence in the Gospel is at an all time low, our belief
chipped away by waves of weak Church Leaders, compromised
denominational structures and decisions, and a sad lack of
Biblical preaching. That blessed word tolerance has been taken
to unbiblical extremes and resulted in an intolerance of Biblical
standards, and the exclusive claims of Christ.  Syncretism has
become the order of the day – all religions are the same!  But
they are not!  Every other World Religion asks you to do this
and that and then God will accept you: Christianity stands alone
as a faith built on gift and grace alone.  UNBELIEF IS SIN!
It need to be repented of and turned from.  With Paul we need
to affirm (Rom1v16) “I am not ashamed of the Gospel: it is the
power of God for the Salvation of all who believe”.
Ephesians 2v8-9 encapsulates the Gospel of Grace.  For it is by
Grace we are saved (God’s riches at Christ’s expense) by Faith
(receive it, trust Him alone) – Not by works (nothing you can do
will make God love you more, and nothing you have done will
make Him love you less) so no one can boast.

So let’s see what the Bible says about Salvation: the multi-
coloured garment of His Grace!
1. Salvation is corporate and communal
Now there’s a surprise for you!  The word for Salvation in the
Old Testament is the word: Yassah: (Joshua, God is Salvation
– Jesus, God my Saviour).  Literally it means: Bringing people
into a broad space – Its like children bursting out of the
classroom into the playground.  This particular understanding
of Salvation under pinned our ministry in London’s East End:
anything that constrains people be it bad housing, poor
education, poverty, debt etc should be challenged in the Name
of Jesus and people who taste this Salvation will be ripe to
receive the other side of Salvation which only Christ can offer.
This is a huge and crucial insight for our ministry to Dorking:
we need to stand up and be the voice of those unheard.  We
need to get back into the heart of education and health care,
we need to engage prophetically in the political arena with one



agenda alone: Salvation.  When people see us standing in their
shoes the will listen to our Gospel, Jacob looked for the
Salvation only Yahweh could bring (Gen48v18), Moses begun to
discover God’s purposes of Salvation for a whole community:
they should be still and see the Salvation of the Lord (Exodus
14v13) and by the time of Isaiah the Corporate was becoming
personal: for he clothed me with the garments of Salvation
(Isaiah 61v10).  This Old Testament view of Salvation must
never be lost as it is a vital part of the Gospel we peach and
embody, and provides the Biblical framework for our social and
prophetic action.
2, Salvation is Personal
A favourite quote used and abused in Christian Circles is that
of St Francis: ‘Preach the Gospel and if necessary use words’.
Of course it contains a truth about being doers of the word
but it is so often used to justify silence from the believer
when giving “a reason for the hope that is in your heart”
(1Peter 3v15) is of crucial importance in the witnessing
process.  Ultimately we need to make a decision to follow
Christ and the rest is God’s work of Salvation from start
(being born again) to finish (spending eternity with Christ).
The process is so often begun through a divine appointment, a
relationship that opens an individual up to God: Conviction
follows.  2Corinthians 7v10 encapsulates it: “Godly sorrow
brings repentance that leads to Salvation and leaves no
regret”.  Note again the crucial prerequisite of repentance.
The salvation of every Believer is as unique as God’s love for
them and His plan for their life.  However it’s always individual
and personal: God has no Grandchildren.

A) A Moment in Time (Conversion)
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like
me: every story of Salvation is fresh and unique.  Scripture
talks about the day of Salvation: it says it is NOW
(2Corinthians Ch6v2) and in it God will help you (Isaiah
Ch49v8).  Its personal: He calls us by our name and it comes



through revelation: the Scriptures are able to make you wise
unto Salvation (2Tim3v15).  Salvation can be dramatically public
like Zaccheus (Luke 19v9) to whose household salvation came or
Paul (Acts9) and his Damascus Road Encounter.  Wesley’s
Salvation saved Britain from Revolution.  Salvation can also be
quiet and no less profound as C.S. Lewis testifies and
Lamentations Ch3v26 tells us to wait quietly for the salvation
of the Lord.  Does it matter that we can’t remember the day or
hour?  Is it possible to have known nothing other than Christ?
Of course: the crucial issue here must be that we have
accepted Christ as Saviour and Master.  Saved to Serve – the
Shop Window of our life saying to all “Under New management”
B) Only through Christ and His Cross
Salvation is a gift: from God the father, through His Son
Jesus, and by the Cross of Calvary.  Zechariah affirms in the
Benedictus: He has raised up for us a horn of salvation
(Luke1Ch69) and Simeon affirms, “My eyes have seen it” (Luke
Ch2v30).  Isaiah affirms “God makes Salvation” (Ch26v2) and
Jonah has to confess having tried the opposite direction;
Salvation comes from the Lord (Ch2v9).  Salvation is centred in
Jesus and embodied by Him.  Jesus makes this exclusive claim
of himself: I Am The Way, The Truth and The Life no one
comes to the Father except through me (John14v6).  When
pressed and at the risk of their lives Peter and John affirmed:
Salvation is found in no one else for there is no other name
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved (Acts
Ch4v12).  Embracing this exclusive claim should not lead to
quasi Jewish arrogance: denouncing others who may be just as
sincere but sincerely wrong, does no credit to Christ and
destroys any opportunity of sharing the claims of Christ with
them.  I have no problem with dialogue with people of other
faiths and none but my default position cannot be less than
Jesus is Lord.
C) It is a Process!
Salvation in the Greek is a continuous verb: we are saved
(Conversion), we are being saved (Sanctification), and we will



be saved (When He returns).  Paul tells the Philippians to
“Work out their own Salvation with fear and trembling” (2v12).
So Salvation is a journey and one we are all on this side of
eternity: working out our own salvation will again be a unique
experience.  It will involve a combination of becoming a
worshipper (a good thing to do as that will be your predominant
activity around the Throne for all eternity), learning to live by
Faith in the power of the Holy Spirit (any other way will not
suffice), developing a open heaven walk (through prayer and
absolute obedience and trust), and becoming fruitful in soul
winning (the core business of the Church).  Fair Weather
Christianity is easy – but can you embrace the hard places,
take the knocks, and still say, “Blessed be your name”.  It will
not be an individualistic journey or one apart from the Church:
Ephesians 3v10 states that God has no Plan B!  Excited?
Daunted?  Remember every great journey begins with a single
step!
Finally, God says He wants to restore to us the joy of our
Salvation
There cannot be any greater privilege on earth than being
present when a sinner comes to repentance and finds the
Saviour: there is more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than ninety-nine righteous (Luke 15v7).  Consider your
own day of Salvation / utterly surrendered / totally in love
with Christ.  Recall those baptismal testimonies (before / what
changed / and since).  Lives utterly changed so that 2
Corinthians 5v17: ”Therefore if anyone is in Christ they are a
new creation: the old has gone, the new has come”, is not an
overstatement.  Fire in the belly (strangely warmed), passion
for Jesus and for souls – that’s real New Testament
Christianity.  Lord restore my first love!! (Rev 2v5).  So why
are so many of us so lacking in that joy: that earth cannot
afford?  Answer: Because we are not living out our faith 24/7
thick and thin, night and day, through sun and rain….  Dorking
need to see joyful believers living out their lives under the
sovereignty of God – believers with a Job-like trust:  “though



He slay me, yet I will hope in Him (13v15)” – “But if not” (Dan
3v18) Christians who have surrendered their lives long ago.
Isaiah 12v3 says “With joy we draw from the wells of
salvation” – Genesis 26v18 encourages us to seek to reopen
wells dug in previous spiritual generations and get them flowing
again. So lets begin to unblock and reopen these wells of
salvation: lets again see a dynamic river of grace flowing down
Dorking High Street.  Such a river is not just for Christians
but also for this whole community that God loves and His Son
died for!

The hallmark of the living Church should be joy!  Life in all its
fullness!  Otherwise why would someone be attracted and
drawn to Christ.  Lets not become like Jeshurun! (Deut 32v15)
spiritual overweighs who have feasted on God but never given
it away – and who in the end abandon the Saviour because to
follow seriously would disrupt their comfortable world.  How
many prodigals have got fat on knowledge and still remain far
from His heart. Such prodigals need to be called home not to a
grazing comfortable church but a dynamic Church being built in
Satan’s backyard – a Church needing warriors not worriers!
Lovers of Christ and not lovers of their own lives, prophets of
truth rather than Pharisees of rules.  To such a Church many
who have left disappointed will return!
Ephesians 2v10 finishes Paul’s description of Salvation: “For we
are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works which God has prepared in advance for us to do.

Such a people, Such a Church, will get Dorking’s attention

Pastor David
16th October 2016.


