
Repentance: Essential to Win Dorking
‘if my people who are called by my name, will humble

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven forgive their sin

and heal their land.’ 2 Chronicles 7:14
Psalm 51
2 Peter 3:8-13
So goes the Word from the Lord which has been received and
owned widely across the spectrum of the British and World
Church over the past 40 years: and the response to which has
largely governed our fruitfulness over that same period. No
Revival without repentance was the clarion call of the later
part of the last century: are we prepared to humble ourselves,
pray, turn away from our wicked ways (repentance) and seek
His face?
If the how of impacting and transforming Dorking is
Relationship, then to do so with, as it were, a clean sheet is far
preferable! Repentance is right at the heart of our first and
continuing response to the Gospel as the scriptures showed us
earlier in the service: Repent & Believe the Good News (Mark
1:15), Repent & be baptised every one of you (Acts 2:38),
Repent then and turn to God (Acts 3:19), & Repent and do the
thing you did at first (Revelation 2:5). This about turn at every
level of our lives (small and large) is crucial to growth and
fruitfulness. Repentance restores relationship with God and
His people.
It begins at the House of the Lord (1 Peter 4:17) or else
its judgement time!
But we are saved, are being saved, and when He returns we will
be saved, so why do I need to repent: you say? It is the height
of spiritual arrogance to believe such a thing unless unlike
anyone else this side of eternity you are perfect? Sin is meant
to be the exception not the rule for the believer but if we sin
we have an advocate with the Father: Jesus (1 John 2:1).
Romans 6:4 says that we should not let Sin be our Master. We



need to have died to Sin (Romans 6:2) and dead men can’t sin
no anymore! The trouble is that, if we are honest, we commit
the same old sins again and again. The root remains and
through forgiveness we deal with just the fruit: so we need to
repent of the root issue that causes us to sin and dig it out,
resolving to walk differently with God’s help in the future.
Repentance is one of the few things as a Christian that we
need to do ourselves: the Holy Spirit shows us what to do but
we need to exercise our renewed will to say no more. The
process is a bit like the layers of an onionskin: God takes us
through each step as and when He knows we are ready. God
helps us as we make these choices, strengthens our will, and
gives us grace to carry it through.
What is the key taunt thrown at Christians: answer, Hypocrite!
How can we change this perception: answer: regular
repentance! More about the fruit that flows from this later!
So is this just an individual thing or a corporate one? Do
churches/congregations need to repent, do denominations need
to repent? I believe the answer to be yes: especially when we
have been unbiblical, not Christ-like in our actions, or when we
have watered down the gospel and short-changed our
congregations spiritually: can the historical denominations in
the UK truly say that they have faithfully communicated the
Gospel to every generation in a contemporary culturally
relevant way? If not then a repentant spirit rather than a
prideful arrogant elder brother spirit is the order of the day!

It’s the Key to Salvation: Have you noticed, as I have that
very often when someone becomes a Christian they often fall
away just as swiftly. For many years I struggled with this:
William Booth’s fears were well founded that in the twentieth
century there would be ‘a religion without the Holy Spirit,
Christianity without Christ, salvation without regeneration,
heaven without hell; and forgiveness without repentance’. A
leader in the East End of London put it another way when he



said he had been ‘badly born’. More often than not we have
offered the gospel and salvation without even mentioning
repentance, and spiritually we have reaped the whirlwind: huge
numbers of saints who have synthesised their new found faith
with everything else they are into and as a consequence never
discovered the privilege of dynamic Christian faith in action.
Repentance is key to Salvation: It comes through PERSONAL
ENCOUNTER with God: Realising you are standing on Holy
Ground is a sobering awakening! For Moses (Exodus 3:5) it
changed everything. For Job (42:5/6) it was the pivotal
moment of his encounter and the door to restoration. It
clearly happens through CONVICTION, which is uniquely the
work of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8). At Pentecost the first
essential of the crowds response was not accept Christ but
Repent but it was said to a crowd already under conviction!
(Acts 2: 37/8, 3:19). It is also the PATH TO LIFE. In Acts
11:18 the Church celebrated that Gentiles had been granted
not salvation but ‘repentance unto life’ and in Antioch many
‘believed and turned to the Lord’ (11:21).
We cannot short change people when we present the gospel:
Repentance is essential and without conviction to repent we are
spiritually whistling in the wind.
John Milton says: ‘Repentance is the golden key that opens the
palace of eternity – the gate of the Gods Kingdom is closed to
those who refuse to repent’.
2 Peter 3:9 is how Peter sees the initial process of Salvation:
not a mention of accepting Christ: ‘The Lord is not slow in
keeping his promises as some understand slowness. He is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to
come to repentance’. If Repentance was the key to Salvation
then how much more today! Of course we know that we cannot
make anyone become a Christian but we are prone to press
people into making a decision for Christ without any repentance
and thus ultimately we do them no favours. God is gracious and
those who are badly born do come through: personally I was



not taught repentance nor incidentally about the Spirit but by
the grace of God I survived and have managed to get these
areas into line since.

The ultimate test of repentance is fruit! When John the
Baptist was lambasting the Jews and especially the religious
leaders he says something, which is a profound challenge to all
believers: ‘Produce fruit in keeping with repentance’ (Matthew
3:8). Paul echoes this when speaking to King Agrippa in Acts
26:20: ‘I preached that they should repent and turn to God and
prove their repentance by their deeds’.
If we have truly turned away from sin, if we have rooted out
ungodly attitudes/ thoughts/ actions from our lives People
should be able to see a difference in us which will be worth far
more than the most wordy of testimonies! A changed and
transformed life is the best advert of all for Christ.
Psalm 51 is probably on of the most helpful in terms of a real
illustration of this principle: David has committed adultery
with Bathsheba and has been found out: he is convicted to
repent and the psalm results: ‘Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love; according to your great
compassion blot out my transgressions’ (v1). In the middle of
the psalm he moves on to the fruit he desires from his
repentance: ‘Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your
presence or take your Holy Spirit from me’ (v 10/11). David is a
broken man before the Lord and whilst he would not return to
the level of blessing and anointing of before (there are always
consequences to sin), his pride and arrogance have been
broken: ‘The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise’ (v17). Lord give
us such conviction to repentance in these days!
If this is so for individuals then it applies just as much to
Congregations: perhaps Dorking have done things or not done
things which now looking back have not shown Christ’s love for



the community we are here to serve: if so we need to repent
and ensure that this never happens again. Every time we
exclude someone by our pharisaical rules, or because of our
religious ghetto mentality people feel there is no place for
them (because they are not like us) then we grieve the Holy
Spirit and dishonour Christ.
The Seven Churches in Revelation 2/3 are called to repent (and
do the things you did at first 2:5) so why do we arrogantly
think ourselves too good to be called upon in such a way! Find
the perfect Church but don’t join it as you will spoil it: there
are always going to be ways in which through repentance we
can purify the Bride and make her ready for the return of the
Bridegroom.

So 2 Chronicles 7:14 stands as a clarion call to the Church
today. IF is a small word with big implications! We are called by
his name: Christians! So how about a dollop of humility (it was
good for Jesus who humbled himself) and a much more sober
assessment of our failure to reach this nation with the gospel.
How about a renewed passion to pray and seek His face in
worship (Lord save us from the religious spirit which has spoilt
our intimacy with Jesus and tarnished the Bride): and believe
me you can’t do this just once a week: it needs to be lifestyle
and part of daily discipleship. Then we are in a place to hear
God through His word and by His Holy Spirit: this brings
conviction that leads to supernatural change for the better
and makes us more able to truly turn from our wicked ways.
And the result of such conviction and repentance: Then will I
hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land:
Dorking needs a repentant people of God and such believers
will be able to stand in the gap for our community and be a part
of the transformation only Christ can bring to a waiting and
watching High Street.
Pastor David
October 23rd 2016.



God Says About Turn – Family Talk

Today’s family talk is about an About Turn.

The word we are going to think about is Repent, many
people have come to think about this word as saying sorry
but it is actually about a whole turn around.  So not just
saying sorry but actually the word Repent requires us to
stop going in one direction and change to another
direction.

I suppose if you were a soldier the commander might call
out repent rather that about turn!

To help us all think about the word Repent needing action
if you are physically able I would like you all to stand and
face the back, if you are not able to stand maybe close
your eyes. When you hear the word Repent I would like
you to turn around or open you eyes and listen.

Repent and Believe
Acts Mark 1 v15
15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has
come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

- The Good News for us is “The Word of God” – Bible
-

About Turn

Repent and be Baptised Acts 2 v 38
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
- There is forgiveness in the name of Jesus – Jesus Sign

About Turn

Repent and turn to God Acts 3v19



Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the
Lord,

- By the Cross our Sins are wiped away – Cross
About Turn

Repent and do the things you did at first Rev 2v5
Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the
things you did at first.
God wants us to show love with all our heart, with all our
soul and with all our strength. – Gold Key

Please sit down
Let us listen to a short piece of a song entitled Turn, Turn,
Turn and as you listen ask God what it is He would have
you turn to or from as to Repent means a change of
direction for each of us.


