
Baptism: Identifying with Christ for the sake of Dorking.
V8 “Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him.”
Romans 6:1-14
Matthew 28:16-20

The Great Commission stands even 2000 years on as the
key call upon the life of all believers: it is achieved through
the Great Command (to love God and your neighbour as
yourself) and actioned by us all setting about the Great
Task (that of being witnesses to Christ). The Great
Commission is as simply as ever: First we need to GO INTO
ALL THE WORLD (now Wesley would have approved of
that: the world is my parish) & MAKE DISCIPLES. I remain
convinced that the three most embarrassing questions for
Christians are: When did you last help someone come to
know the saviour Jesus? Who is discipling you? & Who are
you discipling? But discipleship is for another message!! The
Great Commission then tells us what to do with those who
become Christians (remember the Holy Spirit makes
Christians: we can make Disciples): it says we are to
baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son & the
Holy Spirit.
Baptism: In Africa when they baptise they do so literally in
the three-fold name: i.e. three times (Father/ Son/ Holy
Spirit… There has been,particularly in the 1908’s, so much
institutional Angst about baptism. Mainly in response to the
rise of the new churches,. But the issue is not the how:
infant or Belivers, but how we walk with Jesus today
subsequent to our baptism. Baptism is the rite of entry in
the Church but we should notice that the New Testament
actually shows us four different baptisms (not a lot of
people know that)! So much for people making a fuss about
two: believers are encouraged to experience and participate
in all four!



The first Baptism is of Repentance (Mark 1:4 Matthew
3:11 Luke 3:3): which we of course highlighted last week.
It was done by John the Baptist ‘with water for
repentance’. John’s call to the ordinary people of his day
was to prepare them in their hearts to receive Christ: this
required the ‘about turn’ of repentance and a public
confession of their sins. All this he did how: by plunging
them into the water and out again (Matthew 3:16).
Confession of this nature is frowned upon today but a dose
of it could actually do most of us the world of good! Forgive
is an action we are called to do: forgiveness is a gift we
need to receive and give. James 5:16 says “Confess your
sins to each other and pray for each other’: a discipline
sadly lacking today in the Body of Christ. Jesus is baptised
by John in the same way as all the others coming: shock
horror, surely he did not need to repent: no he didn’t but
he wanted to ‘fulfil all righteousness’. Note that the Dove
comes down on him at this point representing the Holy
Spirit: and He remained with Him His entire ministry. The
Dove is the most sensitive of birds: the Dove will easily fly
away. We need to adjust our life to the dove as He will not
adjust His life to us. Repentance is the beginning of a life
times adjusting to the Dove! John was clearly the linkman
between the Law of the Old Testament and the Grace of
the New. Acts 19:1-5 has twelve of John’s disciples only
ever having had his baptism of repentance and being
powerless as a result. Repentance leaves a hole that Christ
needs to fill! And fill it we must with our acceptance of the
Saviour again through Baptism!

So the second Baptism is Baptism in Water as a beliver in
Jesus. Becoming a Christian, being Born Again, is not a new
start to life: it’s a new Life to Start! We are baptised into
Christ totally and utterly identifying with Him in His Life,



Death & Resurrection. That’s why it’s often called Believers
Baptism. In Acts on the Day of Pentecost it seems to have
been a seamless process for those first believers:
Conviction: Brothers what shall we do. Repentance: Repent
says Peter (turning away from sin and turning to Christ)
Acceptance of Christ & Baptism: Be Baptised every one of
you for the forgiveness of your sins. Receive the Spirit:
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Join the
Church: about 3000 (those who accepted the message) were
added to their number that day. The Ethiopian of Acts 8
and the Phillipian Jailer & family of Acts 16 are also
baptised at the point of conversion. Was it too quick:
unseemly haste? No I don’t think so: The Ethiopian went on
to found one of the oldest Christian Churches in the World
and the Phillipian Jailer was clearly one of the key leaders
of the City Church alongside Lydia and the Slave Girl: what
a godly combination!. So this baptism is crucial: it says I
want to follow Christ and be a Disciple (Matthew 28:19-
20), it stems from a repentant heart (Acts 2:37-38), and
it affirms that you have a good conscience before God (1
Peter 3:21). Its spiritual significance is underlined in the
Romans 6(v1-14) passage: one of our readings.

So to the third Baptism: in the Holy Spirit and Fire
(Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, Acts 2:2-4). John
says of Jesus: ‘He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and
Fire.’ If repentance is an about turn and conversion is
turning to Christ, then the scary news is that this baptism
turns you inside out! This deserves a whole message at
Pentecost but suffice it to say here that this baptism is as
crucial as the others: this is the opening up of your life to
the Refiners Fire (the holiness of God), this is God
restoring your childlike days (with the freedom of God
breaking over you like a shower), this is you and me being



cleaned up, loved up, and the fire in your heart kindled and
rekindled day after glorious day as you walk in His ways.

Have you been baptised enough yet? I hope the answer is
no for this final baptism in Scripture is crucial if we are to
be an instrument of grace in the hand of our God. The
Baptism of Suffering is one that most of us wish was not
there but within it lays the secret of the Christian life.
Jesus asks: can you be baptised with the baptism I am
baptised with (Mark 10:38). In Luke 12:50 he says: but I
have a baptism to undergo and how distressed I am until it
is completed. Here we are face to face with the Cross:
this baptism is a call to humility from the one who humbled
himself (Phil 2:8, 1 Peter 5:6), a call to obedience from
one who was obedient to death (Love and obedience being
the two sides of the same coin John 15:10/14), and a call
to be an overcomer from the one who overcame death
sickness and suffering on the Cross (Revelation 21:7).

During our ministry and over the length of our Christian
lives, Lorna and I, have increasingly come to understand
the huge importance of Baptism. Over the last 30 years of
ministry we baptised hundreds of new believers most of
whom have gone on to fruitful ministry in the Lords service.
Someone once asked me how you change a Church: my
answer was stunningly simple: new Christians. Every new
baptised believer changes and makes new the Body of
Christ for each brings their unique experience of the living
God. So I for one will take Baptism very seriously and trust
you will too.

Ultimately Baptism means identifying totally with Jesus and
where more acutely than at Cross. To be Crucified means
three things: You are facing in one direction: no looking
back. You are saying goodbye to the world: no going back.



You have no further plans of your own: you are totally in
God’s hands. The Cross means: The Price has been Paid: so
lets live like it has! It means that Relationships have been
restored: so lets live like they are. It demands full-
blooded NT discipleship: no soft option. For the Cross and
the Resurrection are two sides of the same coin: the
currency of the Kingdom of God.

Pastor David
October 30th 2016.

I will be with you – LMB + DRB October 2016

Matthew 28v20 contains a great promise in the words of
Jesus when He says “I will be with you”
How will Jesus be with us?
Verse 19 gives us the answer.
By Baptism, in the name of the Father,

and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

When our Megan returned from her new Church School in
Hastings she was very proud to tell us that we could start
our prayers like this:
In the Name of the Father – that’s up here,
And of the Son – that's down here because he came to
earth
And then the Holy Spirit is across here.
Now we were quite amused to be educated in this way by
our 7 year old! But actually this is something I have
remembered and it presents a great picture for us when in
Baptism we make the sign of the Cross saying:
In the Name of the Father – we think about Father God
embracing us with your love



The Son, Jesus – coming to earth and dying on the Cross
Holy Spirit – Over our heart enabling us to do things in
God’s name.
So today we remind ourselves of the assurance we have
through Baptism “I will be with you” and maybe you will
join me as we say together:
Thank you Lord that you are with me.
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen




