
Faith
Seeing Dorking as God see it!

‘So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen. For what is seem is temporary, but what is unseen
is eternal.’ 2 Corinthians 4:18
Genesis 15:1-6
Hebrews 11:1, 8-16
A young failed missionary to the Indians called John Wesley
was travelling back from North America in 1738: a bunch of
Moravian missionaries got on his case. He could have ignored
them but his heart told him otherwise: they told him ‘Preach
Faith until you have Faith’. The rest as they say is history:
Wesley’s heart was strangely warmed at Aldersgate Street on
May 24th 1738, and faith gripped his heart from that day. Most
if not all of us have embraced the faith: we live by our belief,
but many of us like Wesley prior to that day have not moved to
a place of living by Faith. Such a Faith that griped Wesley
turned a nation away from certain Revolution back into the
hands of the living God and resulted in a missionary movement
that went almost to the ends of the earth in one generation.
Faith enabled Wesley to look beyond the circumstances of the
Church (it was in a dire condition) and the World (striven by
injustices: sound familiar!), it enabled him to say because God
showed him his heart: the World is my Parish. Everything he
did from that day forward was part of the journey towards
this glorious goal of taking the gospel to the ends of the earth.
It happened by the class system (cell church before it was
invented), the preachers meeting (training and releasing
leaders), and the planting of congregations all over the nation
(an apostolic strategy to bring the Kingdom close to the
people). The Reformation (two centuries earlier) had paved the
way and the trigger was Martin Luther’s revelation from God:
that surprise, surprise ‘the righteous shall live by faith
(Galatians 3:11)’. Faith had changed the spiritual direction of
our nation in the 16th century and again in the 18th century, and



it will do so again today if the people of God would grasp the
truth afresh that Faith is the only way to live the Christian
Life: as the Bible says ‘without faith it is impossible to please
God’ (Hebrews 11:6). Works however laudable and good won’t on
their own please him, nor will worship only of itself: you see it’s
so easy to settle for ‘ a form of godliness but denying its
power’ (2 Timothy 3:5).
So too with my own life and ministry: I must confess being a
late starter in this area of faith and if I had to name just one
thing to thank God for during our ministry in Guildford, it
would be teaching me to live and walk by Faith. It has
revolutionised my relationship with Christ, and fundamentally
changed my effectiveness. In December 1986 the Lord gave
me a faith promise in the form of a picture: he was calling
Lorna and I into the East End of London to four tiny
congregations with a total of 40 folk in all four. The Lord gave
me a picture of a multi cultural congregation of 200 plus
worshiping in a building I did not recognise: it was at the heart
of our call and over the five years that followed in difficult
times we reminded ourselves often of that picture. At the end
of the five years when we were called on to a new work: a final
celebration was held and during that service I realised that
the picture given five and a half years previously was of that
service. God is good and true to His promises! We have learnt
to no longer live just by our beliefs (fully accenting to all that
Christians believe) and have moved to living by Faith (staking
our lives on them and more importantly Him! The Author and
Perfector of our Faith. Hebrews 12:2). Now we hear God for
our lives, the lives of others, and the Church of which we are a
part, and choose to journey towards those faith goals despite
what the circumstances or people may tell us. Some of us think
of living by faith as a special calling meant for those who live
without an income and whilst God might call some occasionally
to such obedience, the Enemy would love us to box Faith in that
way and miss out on its benefits for our lives too. We need to



choose to live by Faith every day: actually a lack of trust in
God is sin (it implies that God is not trustworthy or his
promises are not true). Romans 14:23 takes us further when it
says that everything that does not come from faith is sin.
Wow! You see that is I believe part of the reason that God has
taken His hand of blessing away from the traditional
denominations and given the blessing to the Newer Churches:
why? Because as individuals and as Churches we have not lived
and walked by faith: we boxed God in by our rules and likes and
turned faith into formality, love into selective liking, and hope
into an appeal for no change!
In Galatians Paul rebukes the Christians for starting by faith
(being born again by faith) but not continuing in faith (3:1-5).
This is the experience of many believers: we have settled for
safe, unadventurous lives which don’t differ much if any from
the decent non-Christians around them. But we are called to
live a huge adventure called a faith journey: where we can
expect great things and miracles from our God. The Christian
Life was never meant to be ordinary, safe, predictable and
boring. Neither was the Church. God is looking for ordinary
Christians, aware of their own weakness who will nevertheless
step out in faith daily. Who wants to stand before God one day
and realise they settled for second best?
All believers are called to live by Faith: that’s the normal
Christian Life and if you have been told otherwise you have
been spiritually short-changed! In addition God gives by His
Spirit a Gift of Faith for specific occasions/people and such a
gift is available to all believers (the problem is that most of us
don’t know we can ask and fewer actually ask!). As ever there is
a trap the enemy has laid that we can fall into in the realm of
Faith: having Faith in Faith rather than faith in Christ! A young
couple in Guildford fell into this trap: they felt God was going
to do something and when he didn’t their relationship with God
took a noose dive and conveniently they blamed Him! God is not



a puppet on our string! Thank God they are now restored in
their relationship with HIM.
Hebrews 11:1 says that: Faith is being sure of what we hope for
and certain of what we do not see. This isn’t just wishful
thinking and it’s important to submit what we believe God is
saying to our leaders/those caring for us in Christ but once
confirmed by others we can be certain that God will do what
He has shown us in His way and in His time. The second part of
our Hebrews reading and the one from Genesis is the amazing
example of Abraham and His personification of the Faith
Journey. Thank God for godly parents who named Abraham:
the ‘father of many’. Would you up sticks and go from your
home to a place you knew nothing about on the basis of God’s
promise: Abraham did. Would you believe that God would give
you and your barren wife Sarah a child (and from you bring a
great nation) at the age of almost eighty? Abraham did! Could
you believe that your family line would become as numerous as
the stars in the sky or the sand on the seashore? Abraham did!
Our answer in the flesh has to be: no! But that’s why we are
missing what God has for all His children and it shows how we
have settled for unbelief and our comfort-zone: exactly
opposite to His plan for our life! Abraham is our example:
Hebrews puts it in a nutshell ‘For He was looking forward to
the city with foundations whose architect and builder is God’.
Now here’s familiar territory: but hang on our architect is the
builder as well! No room for human intervention: it’s all Gods
work from start to finish. But the most important part of the
verse is that he choose to look forward: that’s the life of
faith, that’s the journey God is embarking West Street upon,
and that’s the only way for the people of God if they desire
again to win this community, city and nation back to Christ.

Hebrews 6:19, my Boys’ Brigade motto, tells us that we have
Faith as a sure and steadfast anchor of the Soul. You only need
an anchor in a storm and the storm of secularism, compromise,



political correctness, and the subtle influence of tolerance
rages and will rage even more in the years to come. Will Faith
in Christ be your anchor in the storm or will you allow your soul
to be assailed by these things? That’s the battleground and I
for one know where my focus will be. Finally let me read to you
a key three verses which have shaped my journey in the area
of faith: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith
– and this not from yourselves, it is a gift of God – not by
works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God has
prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:8-10 NIV.

Pastor David
November 6th 2016
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Our family talk this morning is entitled FAITH

So I have a little mnemonic for you, some of you may
have seen this before?
FAITH
Forsaking
All
I
Trust
Him

This mnemonic helps us to think about what it is to have
faith.   In our Bible reading we heard about Abraham and
a giant step of faith to believe that he would be the father
to a great nation – building the family of God.

In our mnemonic we say Forsaking All



That is giving up on things that don’t matter, things that
might affect our faith journey.
Forsaking All I
It is about ‘I ‘– me making a choice
Forsaking  All  I  Trust
Trust – what do you put your trust in? Every time we sit
down we put our trust in the chair that it won’t collapse.
This is about putting our trust in one who is trust worthy.
Forsaking  All  I  Trust  Him
Him – that is Jesus

‘Forsaking All I Trust Him’ is a reminder to us all to put our
hand in God’s hand.
In making that step of Faith we become part of the Big
Family of God.


