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Acts 9:1-19 

Proverbs 3:1-6 

‘Again, the Kingdom of God is a like a merchant looking for fine 

pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold 

everything he had and brought it.’ (Matthew 13:45) 

The pearl of great price is one of the great parables of Christian 

experience – Jesus said, ‘If anyone would come after me, let them 

deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow me.’ When you 

come face to face with the Living God and the life He alone 

offers, it’s a transforming experience second to none. 

You see, Jesus, used the analogy of the pearl for a very good 

reason. Because a pearl is born over a period by the traumatic 

experience of the grit of sand in the oyster. It is born thro’ 

frustration, irritation and conflict. So often as Christians our 

faith grows thro’ trial, conflict and persecution (evidence the 

rapid growth of the Church in China at present). 

The conversion of Paul on the Damascus Road should never be 

viewed in isolation – it was the outward affirmation of an inward 

change of heart. It was, I believe, just one part in God’s dealing 

with Paul – an important, vital and crucial step – but a complete 

experience spread over many years which in its cumulative effect 

produced Paul committed 100% to His Lord and powerful in 

evangelism and service. Paul’s grit was the Holy Spirit – his pearl 

was the conversion- the discovery and use of the pearl was His 

Christian Life and Ministry. 

Now, conversions to Christianity which result in dramatically 

changed lives must be one of the greatest witnesses to the Faith 

and one of the hardest things for the sceptic to explain away. 

Paul’s change of heart, on the Damascus Road was a classic turn-

about, although not unique. Admittedly it was sudden, dramatic 

and radical in its after-effects, but, through the centuries, there 

have been similar accounts of people meeting Jesus ‘out of the 

blue’, as it were, and finding their lives completely changed as a 

result. 



God deals with different people in different ways, and whereas 

my own coming to Christ in 1975 was very quiet and intensely 

personal, Paul must have needed a hefty jolt to make him change 

course. 

Little of Saul’s early life (that was his Hebrew name) is known to 

us. Had he seen or met Jesus? Was he present at the 

Crucifixion? Questions which have no answers but what we can 

say however with some certainty is that Saul had heard of Jesus: 

His Life, Teaching, Dramatic Crucifixion and whispers, rumours of 

His Resurrection – and even though outwardly he reacted against 

Him, inwardly the grit of the Spirit was doing its work. As a young 

Jewish lad in Tarsus he would have learnt the Torah (the Jewish 

scriptures: our old testament), as a teenager he would have begun 

his training to be a Pharisee (it was law and not grace that was all 

important – all 630 laws were imprinted on his brain). So, having 

done his initial study he came to Jerusalem to study under the 

great Rabbi Gamaliel – His B.A. in Theology. Pentecost came and 

those Galilean upstarts are at it again – how dare they say such 

things – how dare they influence the people – the irritation grew 

in Saul’s heart – the Spirit was doing His work. Then the healing 

of the Beggar – the appearance before the Sanhedrin (Saul no 

doubt a spectator) – the boldness of these ignorant Galileans – 

yet we can’t be wrong – how dare they say we killed God’s Son! – 

Irritation. Yet Saul could not deny that a miracle had taken place 

– we must obey God and not men, that’s what they said. The 

Disciples ignored the warnings and continued reaching out with 

the Good news – signs and wonders marked their ministry. Again, 

they were arrested, and then miraculously freed from jail and 

when they appeared again before the Sanhedrin their response 

was again: ‘We must obey God not men!’ 

Then Saul’s teacher Gamaliel, a wise old bird, intervenes: ‘If this 

is of man it will die, if it is of God then you will not be able to 

stop it.’ Perhaps Saul begun at this point to question in his heart, 

but outwardly he reacted as most young men would with bravado! 

Gamaliel was compromised – these followers of the Way must be 



stamped out! Then Stephen – not even an apostle – signs and 

wonders – calling the Sanhedrin back to a God who is always on 

the move – stone him! Father forgive them! Anger, murderous 

threats – Saul led the persecution – arrests, men, women and 

children – can’t understand why they are so joyful?  You know how 

it is when in your heart, you know you are wrong yet you do not 

want to admit it – you fight against it. 

He must wipe out every trace of this new message that was 

spreading like wildfire – these Disciples of Christ were not 

keeping the rules so they must be stopped. It became like a 

personal crusade. At all costs, the followers of the Way needed 

to be stopped, even if, as with Stephen and others, it meant 

death to those who proclaimed the message. Time, inconvenience 

and even danger didn’t matter to Saul two hoots. He was set on 

His course, incensed with anger, and genuine and sincere about 

the rightness of his cause. How easy it is to sincerely believe 

something but to be sincerely wrong. 

Not once had Saul considered Jesus with an open mind. His 

background, culture and beliefs all combined to create one 

colossal prejudice. Jesus was a charlatan and his followers were 

dangerous fools. And all the while God had plans for Saul to 

become Christianity’s greatest missionary and teacher. Can you 

imagine his reaction if someone had told him or worse still 

prophesied it over his life! He’d have blown his top! 

The grit of the Holy Spirit had been working in Saul’s heart long 

before the Damascus Road gradually breaking down all his 

barriers to faith but Saul did not know it. 

So, off Saul went to catch followers of the Way in Damascus – a 

long journey – a chance to reflect – then the Pearl: God’s 

breakthrough into His Life, a personal encounter with the Risen 

Lord Jesus! Saul knew who it was – not Who are you but Who are 

you, Lord! It was Jesus! And in that moment, all the head 

knowledge, all that Theology, was as nothing. The only two 

important truths were confirmed in his heart by the Holy Spirit: 

Jesus was alive and was the Son of God! Those truths remained 



the pillars of His Ministry and the inspiration of the rest of his 

life. The only B.A. that mattered was that Paul (new name) had 

been Born Again! The grit had produced the pearl and Paul had 

been changed from churchman to Christian. There is no scientific 

explanation for what happened on Saul’s Damascus journey. 

Obviously, it was God who intervened and clearly it was an 

experience that shattered Saul’s’ pride and arrogance. 

From that day, onwards Paul knew Jesus as Lord and was an 

obedient disciple of the Master. Paul’s heart became a heart for 

God. For 3 years, afterwards he was led and cared for by other 

believers and during that time I imagine he was preparing himself 

for his extraordinary new role (the use of the pearl) and getting 

to know Jesus as a personal Lord and a personal Saviour, instead 

of a hated and feared enemy. Even after that he spent a years 

’curacy’ with Barnabas in Antioch before setting out on His 

Missionary Journey’s. 

The readjustment and reorientation of Paul’s life must have been 

enormous but, at the end of it all, he emerged a new person. Can 

you imagine how the jaws of his old friends and some believers, 

like Ananias, too must have gapped? How could a person change 

character so much? Sure, there was still that steely 

determination in his eyes, but now it was all for Jesus and it 

seemed to be tempered with compassion and a love that was 

never there before. It was as though there had been a complete 

change of heart. 

Paul’s old colleagues must have talked together and wondered; 

particularly of they read their Bible: ‘I will give you a new Heart 

and put a new Spirit in you’ says God in Ezekiel 36. ‘I will remove 

from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.’ They 

may have said nothing but secretly they must have been 

impressed: You can disagree with a theory but how do you 

explain a new Heart? 

The great thing is that God calls us all into a unique personal 

encounter with Him: we like Paul are Called by Name (v4) Saul, 

Saul, just like Samuel, Samuel, in 1 Samuel 3:1. God’s on our case 



and has an assignment just for us because we are also Called for 

a Purpose (v6) which Paul recounts later: Go I will send you far 

away to the Gentiles (or to Dorking, Acts 22:21). He was told 

what he must do: no negotiation! Finally, he was Called to change 

Direction to ‘The Way’ (v2) just as we are. Going God’s way 

(narrow instead of wide) is the journey He invites us onto. 

Some years ago, God spoke to me in an intensely personal way:  He 

said ‘David, I want you to be like the Grit in the Oyster of My 

Church, causing Holy Spirit irritation but in the end producing the 

pearl of faith and bringing together in unity the String of Pearls 

which is my Body.’ From that day, I have sought to be true to 

that commission. Oysters can be eaten (at a fish restaurant) or 

they can produce pearls. God forbid that we ever take the easy 

road that leads simply to destruction or consumption but may we 

be given the grace to take the way which is tough and hard and 

costly yet in the end produces the pearl. So, don’t expect me to 

mellow or soft pedal when it comes to the things of God: 1. 100% 

for Jesus is our standard and hopefully yours too. 2. Jesus is 

Lord of His Church: not me, not you – and that demands openness 

to God’s Holy Spirit and to the New Thing God can and will do in 

our midst. 3. It means that we can never ever be satisfied with 

our work for the Kingdom – we must always be going forward, 

growing, changing and seeing God at work. 

I guess that like the ‘grit’ I can be irritating, but in Gods time, 

the pearl will result: the question remains: if you came across a 

pearl of great price would you recognise it? 
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