
Acts of the Holy Spirit 2 

There Must Be More Than This (TMBMTT)? 

We need another Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-18 

Luke 11:5-13 

Why would 3000 people give their lives to Christ in one 

day: was the preaching that good? How were 11 frightened 

disciples transformed into the core foundation of a 

movement, which reached the ends of the known world in 

one generation? What are we missing in the Contemporary 

Church that was so obviously there at Pentecost as well as 

here today in the rapidly growing southern hemisphere of 

the Body of Christ? Answer: The Holy Spirit. 

Ah but you say (with a loud voice) we believe in the Holy 

Spirit: me think we protest too much! Read those first two 

chapters of Acts again: Wait for the Gift/ Receive Power/ 

Be Witnesses (Martyrs)/ Mighty Wind/ Tongues of Fire/ 

Filled! / Anointed preaching (words that allow the HS to 

bring conviction)/ (Joel is quoted) God says: I will pour 

Out/ you will see visions/ you will Dream dreams/ you will 

prophesy (see the future). Is this then a description of the 

Church today in Britain? 

Let's be honest: most of the Church in Britain today, has 

A personal relationship with Christ but little or no outward 

focus. (Christianity has been privatised/individualised) 

A reasonable knowledge of the Bible but little or no 

understanding of what they are reading. (Christianity has 

been clericalised) 

A prayerful unity yet little or no real expectation that God 

does or will answer prayer. (Christianity has been 

romanticised) 

A vague belief in the Second Coming yet we live with 

fear/doubts/inadequacy/ and lack of faith. (Christianity has 

been religicised). 



TMBMTT Those first Christians and the vast majority of 

the growing Body of Christ today have that relationship 

with Christ and their passion is to share Him with others, 

they love and devour God’s Word and expect Him to speak 

and direct them, they pray in Unity and expect the 

heavenly agenda to change if two or three on earth are 

agreed, and they are energised, inspired and motivated by 

the thought that soon and very soon Jesus will return. 

What got them from A to B: the answer is Pentecost and 

the Holy Spirit? What keeps us locked up in our dreary 

dungeon of religion and ritual? Answer: the other guy (as I 

call the devil) who is desperate to keep us locked up in 

mere religion: a form of godliness but denying its power. 

Our glorious rationalism has stopped us from experiencing 

God’s presence and power for ourselves. The locking of 

ourselves into a denominational rut where the real action 

happened several hundred years ago has stopped us opening 

ourselves up to the present Pentecost the Contemporary 

Church is experiencing. 

TMBMTT These early Christians were hungry for God 

(after all they had experienced the real thing in Jesus!), 

desperate for Him because everything else around them had 

not filled the empty vacuum in their lives. Surely, we are in 

an era where the foundations of secular humanism have 

been tried and found wanting: materialism has died on the 

altar of the credit crunch, Banks and savings (once the 

place of safety) have been tested and found wanting, 

property (the Englishman’s castle and safe haven) too has 

not delivered its promised dividend. So how hungry are you, 

how desperate are you for God and for the Holy Spirit to 

take supreme control of your lives and for you to begin the 

greatest ever adventure you have ever experienced or been 

on? With those first Christians and echoing the words of 

words of our final hymn, can you say with every fibre of 



your being I need/we need another Pentecost: send the 

Fire today!! 

When the Holy Spirit came on that first Pentecost it was 

to a bunch of 150 or so hungry/desperate child-like human 

beings waiting on a sovereign gift from Father God (that He 

had promised). It was like having Jesus back with them in 

all but in person thro’ the HS, and it was electric. Thus, it 

can be for you and me and the British Church again in this 

day and generation: There must be more than this!!! 

This was not just a touch of the Spirit, not just a new 

anointing of the Spirit: this was a NEW Life in the Spirit. 

Now there’s a thought: Life in the Spirit. A completely new 

life given by God, channelled through Jesus, empowered and 

made real by the Holy Spirit. Old Life Gone/ New Life 

Come. (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

So, the Holy Spirit (following God’s timetable as He is doing 

today) comes upon them and He is no respecter of persons. 

There’s no hierarchy in God’s Kingdom and there should not 

be in the Body of Christ: all can be filled and used in 

exactly the same way to fulfil unique and vital tasks within 

God’s mission and will today. That’s why the Body of Christ 

need Leaders today: freshly cooked in the crucible of His 

presence, and birthed into His ever-increasing family. 

Otherwise why take an ignorant Galilean fisherman and 

make him the spokesman? 

The Holy Spirit manifested Himself in three ways that day: 

WIND: Exhilaration/ Reinvigoration/ Hurricane! The ‘Old’ is 

blown away. 

FIRE: Cleansing(holiness)/ Warming/ Burnt! The ‘dross’ is 

burnt away. 

DYNAMITE: Explosive/ life changing. The ‘powerlessness’ is 

history 

One things for sure: as long as we seek to keep the Holy 

Spirit in a box then we will miss out on His bountiful 

blessings. 



When the Spirit comes: people fall over (Well blow me 

down!!): sometimes that’s a breaking down of pride/ they 

shake (signifying the shaking loose of what is not of God) / 

they breath deeply (drinking deeply from the draught of 

Living Water that is theirs) / they experience physical heat 

(especially when healing comes but also generally as God 

ravishes their hearts afresh) / others seem to glow all over 

and maintain that for hours and even days initially (like 

falling in love) / Agape Love is poured in, and power is 

poured through: a flow of God that will never stop and will 

feed them until in eternity such a flow will be the norm for 

all. That’s the present reality of the Holy Spirit: and 

that’s why I say in the words of the song we will sing next: 

THERE MUST BE MORE THAN THIS!!!!! 

So, its Life in the Spirit that’s on offer to every believer: 

no religious compartment to your life. It’s about the whole 

of the rest of your life lived in His presence! This means an 

Absolute Dependence on God in things small and large 

(Philippians 4:11-13). It means that you will be able to 

affirm with Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:14: For the Love of 

Christ compels me. It will make you an Overcomer rather 

than an Underdoer. And for the first time in your Christian 

Life you will be truly Trinitarian as in a dynamic way you 

will be cooperating with Father, Son and Holy Spirit as one. 

Peter struggles to put into words this new reality of 

relationship with God: Father, Son & Holy Spirit. Amazed 

People are asking: what does this mean? Others were 

saying: they’re drunk. Peter says: this is it (what?) it’s 

what the prophet Joel spoke about (what we have been 

waiting for). Then he tells them the truth about Jesus, and 

the Holy Spirit does the rest. Let loose the Holy Spirit is 

more than able to bring Men and Women to Christ. 

In Ephesians 5:15-21 Paul says to the Ephesians that they 

must be careful how they live/ capture Gods moment and 

receive this wisdom/ and they do this by Being Filled with 



the Holy Spirit (v18): the result is relationship /worship 

/reverence the Body Beautiful and attractive for a waiting 

and a watching world. 

So, Church you have a clear choice to make: THERE MUST 

BE MORE THAN THIS. Yes, there is and it for you and 

me, for all who call upon the name of the Lord. Yield 

yourself once and for all to HIM (the Holy Spirit) and your 

Christian Life will move from monochrome to glorious 

Technicolor. Charles Wesley put into words this new 

reality: listen to what he says. The pure celestial fire to 

impart: its God’s gift and totally to be trusted. Kindle a 

flame of sacred life on the mean altar of my heart: no 

temporary high, this is for God and for good. So, let it for 

thy glory burn with inextinguishable blaze: for ever and for 

always. So, Jesus confirm my hearts desire to work, and 

speak, and think for thee. Still let me guard the holy fire, 

and still stir up thy gift in me it’s for one purpose and one 

purpose only, to continue the work and ministry of Jesus! 

You can sing the song but will you embrace Life in the 

Spirit which is yours if you desire: out of the box, out of 

this world, a gift just like Jesus wrapped in a person called 

the Holy Spirit who longs to give you all your identity and 

inheritance as one trying to follow Jesus opens to you. 

Then you can say: not as a religiously hollow sounding 

affirmation but as a present reality: 

Ready for all thy perfect will, 

My acts of faith and love repeat, 

Till death thine endless mercies seal, 

And make thy sacrifice complete. 

 

Yes, there is more than this: and it’s yours now if you 

would but surrender afresh to the Lord. 

 

Ministry offered: TMBMTT! 

 



Pastor David 
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