
Leadership Life Group 7: Church like Ephesus 

Welcome: Tell us about a time when you were working hard at 

something but not making progress: how did you feel? How’s your 

perseverance? Toleration is held up to be a virtue today: how do we 

respond as Christians? Describe your perfect church! 

Worship: let’s have an open time of prayer as we express our love 

for Christ and lets then sing: In Christ Alone (see over) 

Word: John is the third most prolific writer in our NT: Gospel, three 

letters, Revelation: Churches = Lampstands, Stars = Angels. 1. 

(Character) Hard Work: in power of spirit not flesh. 2. 

Perseverance: not giving up… 3.Intolerance of evil: tough going 

against the darkness. Commendation: v3 Censure: Forsaken first 

love. Correction: Repent and do the things you did at first. 

(Nicolaitans: unrestrained indulgence, followers of Nicolas of 

Antioch: Acts 6) Challenge: listen to the Holy Spirit. Covenant 

promise: Overcomers? Eden restored! Application: My/Our priority: 

relationship with God before everything! Churches thrive when they 

remain centred on Jesus, prioritise following Him, and making Him 

known. 

Witness: Think of your life group and focus prayer on each 

individual. What does the Lord need to do to bring them into a place 

of ‘first love’ afresh? Ask the Lord to highlight what in your life is 

taking energy and time away from your ‘first love’: repent and do as 

you did at first! 

How’s it going? Joys and sorrows! Could your Life Group have an 

outreach event prior to Christmas? 

Next Leaders Life Group:  

 



In Christ alone my hope is found,  He is my light, my strength, my 

song;  This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,  Firm through the 

fiercest drought and storm.  What heights of love, what depths of 

peace,  When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  My 

Comforter, my All in All,  Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone! - Who took on flesh,  Fullness of God in helpless 

babe.  This gift of love and righteousness,  Scorned by the ones He 

came to save:  Till on that cross as Jesus died,  The wrath of God 

was satisfied - For every sin on Him was laid;  Here in the death of 

Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay,  Light of the world by darkness 

slain:  Then bursting forth in glorious day Up from the grave He 

rose again!  And as He stands in victory Sin's curse has lost its grip 

on me,  For I am His and He is mine - Bought with the precious 

blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death,  This is the power of Christ in me; 

 From life's first cry to final breath,  Jesus commands my destiny. 

 No power of hell, no scheme of man,  Can ever pluck me from His 

hand:  Till He returns or calls me home,  Here in the power of 

Christ I'll stand. 
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